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DOWNTOWN BUSINESSES RECEIVE FUNDS
FOR BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS

H

On February 13, 2008 the
City of Crystal Falls was
visited by Diane Karkau,
Community Specialist with
the Michigan State Hous-
ing Development Authority
(MSHDA) presented offi-
cials of the City with a
check for $165,478. This
funding comes from
MSHDA as part of their
Community Assistance
Team's Fagade Improve-
ment Initiative. The Fa- e

gade initiative is designed 02/13/2008
to assist communities in

making phySiCCl| improve_ From left to right: Attorney Ron Basso, Ray Bortolini (Raven’s Nest), Mayor Janet Hendrickson, Diane Karkau
ments to an entire tradi- (MSHDA), City Manager Charles Nordeman, Michael Ferguson (First National Bank), and Councilor Jack Bicigo.
tional downtown area, block
or portion of a block that by local and private First National Bank, submitted a plan to
contains buildings, proper-  matches in the amount Raven's Nest, Falls make improvements to
ties, and businesses in need of $186,407. Drug, and the Crystal their buildings and will
of fagade improvements. The participants in this Manor/Crystal View receive a portion of
This grant is supplemented project include the Apartments. Each of the funds to be used
these businesses has toward their projects.
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TAX NOTICES

It's that time of year again. The
2008 Tax Roll is nearly complete
and the Notice of Assessment,
Taxable Valuation and Property
Classification change notices have
been sent to the property owners.
These notices, mandated by law,
notify the taxpayer of a change in
assessment. It also details dates
and times for March Board of
Review meetings.

There a few things that City As-
sessor, Patti Roell, would like to

explain about these Assessment
Notices:

1. Change in assessment has NO
effect on the tax dollars you
pay—this change merely indi-
cates an increase in the value
of your property.

2. Tax dollars are calculated by
multiplying Taxable Value by
the local millage rate. Tax-
able Value will increase every
year (due to Proposal "A" en-
acted in 1995), by either 5%
or the rate of inflation;
whichever is less. The 2008
rate of inflation as deter-
mined by the State of Michi-
gan is 2.3%. This applies fo
all non-exempt property in
the entire State.

3. If you own and occupy your
home, you are entitled to re-
ceive the "Homeowner’s Prin-
cipal Residence Exemption”.
If you qualify, you do not
need to pay the 18 mil school
operating millage. This re-
sults in a considerable reduc-
tion in tax dollars. Check
your Change Notice for the
"100%" listed in the right-
hand column. If you own and
occupy your home but do not

have the "100%" listed in this
column, call the assessor and
a form will be mailed to you.
Also, vacant adjoining prop-
erty can be claimed as a Prin-
cipal Residence Exemption.
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cipal Residence™

If you have any ques-
tions about your
Change Notice, please
feel free to call Patti
Roell, your City Asses-
sor, at (906) 282-5848
or visit the Board of
Review during the
March meetings. See
schedule below.

Year for taxeg

CITY OF CRYSTAL FALLS
2008 BOARD OF REVIEW SCHEDULE

Organizational Meeting:

Tuesday, February 26, 2008 — 10:00 a.m.

e March Board of Review 1 Meeting:

Monday, March 3, 2008 — 9:00 a.m. —

° March Board of Review 2" Meeting:

Noon & 1:00 -4 p.m.

Wednesday, March 5, 2008 - 2:00- 5:00 p.m. & 6:00. — 9:00 p.m.

e  Closing Board of Review Meeting:

Monday, March 17, 2008 — 11:00 am. (if needed)

e  July Board of Review Meeting:
Tuesday, July 15, 2008 — 1:00 p.m.

° December Board of Review Meeting:

Tuesday, December 9, 2008 — 1:00 p.m.
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WATER METER INSTALLATIONS SLOWED BY
FINISHED BASEMENTS

Some homeowners complained
about noisy water pipes and
leaking hot water heaters

The meter installers are
running into some prob-
lems with installations in
“finished basements”. It
is the homeowners re-
sponsibility to clear the
area where the water line
enters the basement.
This may mean exposing
the pipe (if concealed
behind a wall or cabinet),
or simply clearing away

furniture or other materi-

als that may block access

to the water pipe. In

these situations the me-

ter installer will _not
install the meter until
the homeowner has rec-
tified the obstruction.

Homeowners will be noti-

fied by the City via let-
ter directing them to
clear the area by a cer-
tain date. The meters
and installation are free

to the homeowner , how-
ever, if we are unable to

install the meter due to
obstructions, it could re-
sult in a cost to the home-
owner.

ALL HOMES ARE
REQUIRED TO HAVE
A WATER METER
INSTALLED.

SO PLEASE make the
water pipes accessible.

after the water meter was
installed in their home. It
was discovered that the valve
installed with these meters
was causing the problems.
Those valves are no longer
being used in the meter in-
stallation, however, if your
meter was installed before
mid-January and you are ex-
periencing a problem with
your hot water heater, call
the City offices at 875-3212
ext 0. The City will send
someone to replace the de-
fective valve.

WATER METER USAGE TO APPEAR ON BILLS IN APRIL

Nearly 50% of the water
meters have been in-
stalled . The readings for
these water meters will
begin to appear on the
utility billings beginning
on the bill for March
2008. (This is the billing
received by customers on
April 1,2008) Because
this will be the first time
the readings and usage

will appear on the billings
the usage may appear to
be quite large. The usage
will reflect the water
used from the date of the
meter installation and
some of these usages may
cover a period of 3 to 4
months. Do not be
alarmed! We will not be
billing based on this usage
until some time this sum-

mer. We will continue to
bill the minimum of $36/
month until most of the
meters are installed.
With these readings
shown on the billing you
will be able to see how
much water you are using
each month. If your us-
age is high you may have a
leak somewhere, maybe in
a faucet or toilet, and you

can correct the problem
before we begin using the
readings for billings. Each
household unit is allowed
4,500 gallons/month for
the minimum of $36.00.
Anything over 4,500 will
be billed at the rate of
$8.00 per 1,000 gallons.

If I Were an Elected Official (cont)

(Continued from page 1)

July 29, 2008 (4:00
p.m.)

4. Complete the re-
quired paper work
(provided by the City
Clerk) when returning
the petition.

5. The Clerk then
checks the signa-
tures on the petition
to determine they

are valid.

Once the signatures
are verified the City
Clerk forwards your
information to the
County Clerk for in-
clusion on the No-
vember ballot as a
candidate for office.

The City Council seats are
four (4) year terms that
will expire in November
2012. City Councilors are

non-partisan officials.
Councilors are currently
paid $150/month for
their services.

Newly elected officials
terms begin upon being
sworn in on the day of the
first Council meeting af-
ter their election. Elec-
tion day is November 4,
2008 and the November
Crystal Falls City council
meeting is scheduled for

"CITY OF COMMUNITY PRIDE”

Monday, November 10th.
The City Council meets the
2nd Monday of each month
at 5:00 p.m. and occasion-
ally has special meetings
throughout the month as
the need arises.

Do you have something to
contribute to your com-
munity as a member of
the City Council? OF
COURSE yoU DO! Get
your petition started
today!
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EJ anet Hendrickson, Mayor

CITY OF CRYSTAL FALLS

401 SUPERIOR AVENUE

CRYSTAL FALLS, MI 49920 . 875-3291
« Edna Heikkinen, Councilor

Phone: 906-875-3212 EXT 0 : 875-6590

Fax: 906-875-3767 e Michael Smokevitch, Councilor

E-mail: CFCLERK@UP.NET . 875-6350

+ Mark Valesano, Councilor
e 875-6043

« Jack Bicigo, Councilor

. 875-6588
+ Charles Nordeman, Manager

: 875-6647
e Dorothea Olson, Clerk/Treas.

. 875-3212

ACCESS TO ELECTRIC METERS

The electric meter must be accessible to
the meter reader each month in order to
obtain an accurate reading for the utility

%‘ﬁ
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7
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ERoberT Sherwin, Police Chief

billing. More and more homeowners have . 875-3012
enclosed yards with fences or built « John Ahola, Fire Chief
additions onto the buildings that are 875-6614

prohibiting the meter reader’s access.
These obstructions result in inaccurate,
estimated billings.

IF YOU HAVE AN OBSTRUCTION IN
FRONT OF YOUR ELECTRIC METER—
PLEASE REMOVE IT OR MOVE YOUR
ELECTRIC SERVICE TO A LOCATION

s City Council meets the 2nd Monday of each
+ month at 5:00 p.m.

V0000000000000 00000000000000000000000

THAT IS ACCESSIBLE.

NEW PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT AT RIVERWALK?

When the V J Day Commit-
tee disbanded a few years
ago they donated $1,000
toward the purchase of new
playground equipment for
Lincoln Park. (Lincoln Park is
the grassy area that over-
looks the Paint River Walk-
way.) Because this was not
enough to purchase even the
smallest of playground equip-
ment it was invested by the
City, along with the proceeds
of the sale of the V J Day
Float trailer ($400), and
earmarked for the play-
ground equipment. Today the
funds have grown to $1,550
with the interest earned on
the CD.

There is a small group of

citizens interested in seeing
this dream of the V J Day
Committee become reality.

Today's playground struc-
tures are designed to pro-
mote creativity and fun,
allowing children to build
social and leadership skills
while building muscles and
getting much needed exer-
cise. Participation in imagi-
native play comes naturally
on the playground and cre-
ates a setting where chil-
dren can develop life skills.

The problem is—how to
raise enough money to buy
the equipment. The City
simply can not afford to
fund this project.

The playground equipment shown above is an example of
what could be in place at Lincoln Park. This particular
model sells for $31,927.

Perhaps someone reading this article
may have some suggestions?

If so, call Dorothea at the City Hall—
875-3212 ext O.
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